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Editors Intro

Welcome to another edition of your club magazine.

At last it is beginning to look as though we will be able to get back to doing events and
socials in the not too distant future, something | am sure we are all looking forward to.

In this issue we look back at the Rally of the Vales, thanks to another article from Ken
Davies and some, never before seen, pictures from Brian Jenkins. The Vales ran as a night
road rally from the late 50’s until the early 70’s and then as a daytime Classic rally in the
1990’s. | was fortunate enough to do three of those classic events, though sitting on the
wrong side of the car with road book and maps in hand, but even then they were a good
test.

We also look forward as the Swansea Historic Vehicle Register have announced that their
annual show, traditionally held in May, has received approval to be held on 22" August this
year in Singleton Park. Swansea Motor Club has supported this event for many years,
providing an eclectic mix of vehicles, both road and competition, for the paying public to
admire. We have had everything from the 1930 MG M type of Steve Lloyd to the Formula 2
March 792 of Chris Jones along with various race, rally and sprint / hillclimb vehicles and
even karts and motorbikes as well. Let's hope we can put on a good show this year on the
Club stand.

In order to join us for that event you will need to be a club member and, as | mentioned in
the last magazine, all memberships will now run from 1% January until 31° December. That
means 2021 subscriptions are now due so if you haven'’t already paid up and want to

remain a member please do so asap.

Stay safe
Neil
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Conveniently situated on the southern edge of safittee UK'’s finest road rallying country, Swanseatbt
Club — formed 1924 — created a signature everginaliy called Rally of the November Night 1955-57,
although the 1956 event was canceled due to Seérditioning. The 1955 winner was G. Reason-James |
Triumph TR2 and W. G. Cawsey's similar TR won irbI%nd 1958, when the title changed to Rally of the
Vales and BBC filmed the start and tests for thiéaglsh Newsreel programme.
Those inaugural rallies started at Swansea, Cheltarand Cardiff, to converge and follow a commartedo
Brecon where, after a short break, the first 15emedction started, usually terminating near Cragmeir,
where those unable to follow a simple route-calidofethe wayside! Competitors then faced a 15Cemil
navigation section which sorted the wheat fromdhaff and became progressively tighter, with loset
creeping up to the limits and often forcing comioesi to cut controls in order to finish this sentmn time,
meaning more cars went OTL.



Following a 90-minute break at High Noon fillingagbn near Carmarthen, cars embarked on a chatigngi
navigation section plotted from references onton@ps, before regrouping back at the High Noon.rahg
concluded with a regularity section, finishing wéh acceleration test before cars made their wéyeto
Caswell Bay Hotel on the Gower Peninsula for brasikfresults, and prizes — 400 miles in total.

After hardships endured on the 1959 rally, won biv&lkin/G. Robson’s Sunbeam Rapier, including
torrential rain and fog, one rally-hardened driremnarked: “I have never been on a rally run by @lish
before but it has been the toughest, best marshadient | have ever been on. I'll be back!” Thenahi of
winners included stars like Gibbs/Morgan Cortina @64, Bullough/Barrow Lotus Cortina 1968,
Sparrow/Raeburn Cooper S 1970 and Videan/Vipondwe240Z in 1973, the original Vales final running.
The Vales truly earned its spurs as one of theraéigts on the calendar and at its 1960s peaMifepabfor an
impressive quartet of contests: National RAC Chamgiip, Motor News Championship, BTRDA Gold Star,
and Welsh Rally Championship.

We recall here an example of Vales Magic from tBé9lrally, round 6 of the MN championship.
Scrutineering 7pm at the Automobile Palace LlardiythWells followed by two hours of frantic routefiing
by the lake before local heroes, Alun Rees/Hywalriis’'s Cooper S — its third bodyshell — led 59 srew
away at 9.45 pm on a bone dry, clear night anddxkaduth to the first selective over Abergwesynlkivizs
Imp, fitted with Jenny Nadin’s borrowed engine, wgasickest just 1m 22s over the 15m set bogey. Roy
Fidler's BMW second and Bloxham’s Escort TC third.

Little respite and on to the Rheidol valley witmép hard sections following in quick succession anly
passage controls and relaxed sections enablinghbess crews to stay within time. After 14 contrinist
petrol was taken at Penrhyncoch, and attrition kwgis. The rally continue with more of the samehia 8W
corner of OS 127, then headed to Lampeter and @atihedong Farmers Road loop before Mynydd Pengarre
and then the welcome lights of the Checkpoint Serd@tation for the second fuel stop.

The frantic and relentless tempo meant that RoeFEIBMW 2002Tii developed severe brake problehent
whilst climbing a slippery hill south of AbergorlecMalkin’s Imp slid into a concrete bollard, Iasminutes
with a puncture, and retired in disgust. Five coistfrom home, drivers faced the impossible haivpast of
Llansadwyn, causing minor traffic jams, before adbgervivors headed for the finish at Penoyre Cqu@tub
near Brecon; 200 frenzied miles done and dusteddsst supper and breakfast.

Results swiftly processed, the Bloxham/Harper BstGrwas declared winner from Bullough/Barrow’s
similar car, with Fidler/Hughes third in Autoextsabrakeless BMW! As usual there were a legion afigo
tales throughout but worthy of mention were the¢hnelpful RAMA Landrovers running at the tail bét
field all finished, the first a remarkable™ 6verall and, a Swansea Motor Club trio scoopedehm prize!
Motoring News reported the following week: ‘The avaas well received by the competitors and will no
doubt be remembered for quite a time as one afjdloel, old fashioned quality thrashes in the beslitions of
the Vales'.
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Part 2 1990 — 1999

Now fast forward to the late 1980s when historllyirag was gathering traction and responsible for
introducing new blood into the sport and even emgjiexperienced competitors back with a relaxed,
uncomplicated, and fun premise. These were hestallying’s formative years, when it was comparelty
easy to find historic rally steeds by trawling thassified ads and, you did not need the fastesbaampete
at reasonable cost with a chance of victory.

During the winter of 1989, a meeting took placenssn Hywel Thomas and SMC’s Alun Morgan, Stuart
Phillips, and Derek Davies. Significantly, all hiaglen involved in the original rally in some capgpeihd
quickly hatched a plan to replicate the originalegabut in ‘historic’ format. The result of thatcamany
subsequent meetings was the first Classic Ralli@#/ales held on 9December 1990.

The benchmark had been set and the rallies tHatvedl ran to a simple formula; tulip roadbook, tyaf
regularity, and speed tests, all delivered in aajemd social atmosphere. But, success was haighfand as
always, a Vales trophy was a worthy pot on a nalyn’s sideboard.

This popular USP soon captured competitor’s imagnaby filling the boring motorsport vacuum around
Christmas and New Year and also providing a sefi@saginative routes over parts of the originalyia
course including the Bettws mountain road, daunibgrgwesyn, Devil's Staircase and Rhandir-Mwyne Th
Welsh weather even provided authenticity, sunstgney, rain, sheet ice and occasional freezing fog!
First rally was based at the windswept Baverstotdi®l, ideally situated alongside the A465 high\abo
Merthyr, but the 1991 event moved to the Hilton él@wansea before finding an ideal home at theibtain
Swansea’s Maritime quarter, with city centre congrce and good road access. The Marriott’s largetfon
suite proved ideal for the crucial social aspedhefrally which was an uproarious black-tie padlyrdinner,
sometimes entertaining almost 200 guests with aemosising theme and among the charities to befrefit
the rally were CISS, Stroke Association, MS Socatyg VICTA.

Over its nine-year second incarnation the RallthefVales filled the big shoes left by its eldesther and
provided a list of distinguished participants. Buwty always say retire gracefully when at the tog the rally
always meant weeks of non-stop work for the snrgianizing team, including Christmas holidays. Sihw
the millennium approaching a decision was madake & break after the 1999 rally. Amazingly, theg how
been 20+ years, so perhaps it might be time t@vethat decision — who knows?

Ken Davies ©
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Rally of the Vales Sequel — bad news is buried!

The rally of the Vales article in FebruanjdStager obviouslgtimulated memory juices with several former
competitors ringing to swap tales, which recallacdbdd sequel. We were looking for a course opeoargor
the 1973 event and the British Datsun importersvkeren to promote its range, so Datsun (Baker tptned
fielded a trio of SSS 180’s on the Tour of Britainven by Graham Hill, Tony Fall and British salooar
champion Frank Gardner, who spent time sorting#e with a class victory as their target.

We rang Datsun who provided a well-used Bluebiré S80B in lurid orange which had been Graham Hill’'s
Tour practice car and collected it from the sowhst the week of the rally. The late Alun Morgarswkerk of



the course and a competent, former competitorgesanial Derek Davies, who helped compile the roatieost
to open the first half, which started at 23.00flosn Fletchers garage Swansea.

They made good progress until about 5 miles froenhhlfway at the Nant-y-Caws services on the Ad§ a
couple of miles from Alun’s home in Gorslas, sovias familiar with the roads — too familiar! Pregsion
through a downhill tightening right-hander, Alumraut of road and clouted the bank. They quickiyersed
out, pulled the wing off the wheel before makingh@&epish entrance at the floodlit Little Chef sg#gi which
was packed with inquisitive spectators.

A quick handover had been arranged as the secdhdfltae route was being driven by Brian Coskemself

a regular competitor and secretary of the everitfdw words were spoken during more frantic repaivging,
inner wing, front panel, lights — before Cosker ardular navigator Alan James refuelled and setirowt
battle-scarred Datsun, only to experience a puaciarthe narrowest road on the route.

At the finish in the Goodick Hotel overlooking ByrPort harbour, the distinctly moth-eaten SSS 188 w
diplomatically parked nose first in a quiet cormerd presumably, a damage declaration completed@wA f
days later the dust had settled, and it was tim&ad¢e the music, so Alun and Brian set out to retine
damaged car but approaching Datsun near Worthiagya pall of smoke hung over the factory.

On returning the keys to the office block and tgyte confess to damaging the car they were swivdyed
away as the nearby factory was well ablaze andesuiestly destroyed so in the chaos, a bent wingthas
last thing in people’s minds. The club secretatgriarote a nice letter thanking Datsun for thenlo&the car
and apologising for the damage but nothing else he@sd about Graham Hill's recce car, except winen t
subject was raised, Alun Morgan would claim: “TB&S 180 had terrible brakes!”

Ken Davies ©



Washington Grant James 1933 — 2020
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Memory Lane

Ruth Atkinson trialling her famous plus 4 Morgan RA 444 somewhere in Gower early 1970's

Ken Davies with his 1275 Sprite at Snetterton 1975



SHVR Singleton Show
22" August 2021

As mentioned in my introduction the SHVR has received approval for their Singleton Show to be held on 22™ August.

If you would like to be involved and have a suitable vehicle to bring along please let me know. There is no charge for club
members who bring a vehicle. SHVR have an age cut off for vehicles of 1990, so your car has to be earlier than that —
though they do give us a bit of leeway with competition vehicles. A couple of pictures from 2019 and 2018 to remind you.



